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LESSON 1 –WHAT ARE THE SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS? 

 
LESSON PURPOSE 

 

 The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the sacrificial offerings that God gave the people. 

We will learn the background of why it was necessary for God to give the sacrificial offerings, 

how they would point the people to Jesus and how this applies to our lives today. We will study 

the sacrificial offerings in detail in the following lessons. 

 

LESSON OUTLINE 

 

A. Introduction 

 

B. Background 

 

C. God’s Dilemma and Plan 

 

D. God’s Preview 

 

E. Adam Teaches His Sons 

 

F. Cain Rejects the Covenant 

 

G. The Covenant Continued 
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LESSON INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Complete the following steps in order to properly understand this lesson. 

 

Step 1  -  Reading Assignment   

Read the following lesson. 

 

Step 2 -  Scripture Meditation Assignment 

Meditate on the specified Scriptures by writing them in the space provided. 

 

Step 3 - Fun and Games  

Complete the fun and games exercise. 

 

Step 4  -  Lesson Review 

Answer the questions in the space provided 

 

Step 5  -  Life Application & Personal Growth 

In the space provided, explain how you can apply the information to your life. 
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A.  Introduction  

 

 Welcome to this exciting study of “The 

Covenant and the Offerings.” This is Book 

3 of a four-part series on Exploring the 

Everlasting Covenant.  

 

                       Book 1   

                   “The Covenant”  

 

       In Book 1 we learned the meaning of 

covenant. We discovered that the Bible tells 

one basic story of a sacred blood covenant 

that God made with Himself on our behalf.  

 

      We learned how God “cut the 

covenant” with Abraham and that Abraham 

believed the gospel. (See Genesis 15 and 

Galatians 3:9.)  

 

       We also discovered how God further 

revealed the covenant to the people through 

Moses and the Passover deliverance from 

Egypt. 

 

                           Book 2  

    “The Covenant and the Tabernacle”  
 

      In Book 2 we learned that God 

established a Tabernacle, an elaborate 

sacrificial system of offerings and 

priesthood as the way for the Hebrew to 

approach Him.  

 

     We learned how all these religious 

rituals pointed to Jesus.  

 

    Books 1 and 2 are prerequisites to this   

study. If you have not studied Books 1 and 

2 please do so now and then continue with 

this lesson. For continuity, let’s review 

what we learned in Books 1 and 2 before 

exploring this powerful story of the 

covenant and the offerings. 

 

      The Central Story of the Bible 

 

      In Book 1 we learned that the Bible 

tells one central story of a covenant that 

God made with Himself on our behalf.  

 

    ● In the Bible the word “covenant” 

means a binding agreement between two 

parties. 

     ● The word literally means “to cut 

covenant.”   

     ● It is a blood covenant where two 

people commit their lives to one another in 

a sacred, binding agreement.  

 

 
 

     God revealed the covenant to Adam and 

Eve when they sinned. He killed an animal 

and clothed them with the skins as a picture 

of the innocent substitutionary sacrifice for 

sins.  
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     God then progressively unfolded this 

incredible story to Noah, Abraham, Moses, 

King David, the prophets, and ultimately 

through Jesus who cut the covenant by the 

shedding of His own blood on the cross. 

Christians are connected to this ancient 

covenant through our relationship with 

Jesus. 

 

 We continued this story in Book 2 where 

we learned about the Tabernacle of Moses. 

The Tabernacle of Moses was a physical 

representation of the heavenly Tabernacle 

showing the people how they were to 

approach God. It was a picture of Jesus 

who would come to earth as the tabernacle 

of God in human form. 

 

 
 

                 God’s Calling card 

 

     We learned that God gave the moral 

law, not as part of the blood covenant, but 

as His way of revealing Himself to the 

world. It was His calling card to show the 

world His character.  

 

 The moral law served as God’s divine 

mirror. When the Hebrew looked into the 

Ten Commandments, he would see God’s 

holiness and his own sinfulness. This 

would enable the Hebrew to recognize the 

infinite gap between God and himself.  

 

 The Hebrew could understand that he 

had sinned and fallen short of God’s glory 

and without the shedding of blood there 

would be no forgiveness of sin. This 

revelation would drive the Hebrew to the 

blood covenant as his means of being 

reconciled with God. 

 

 God was showing the world through His 

covenant people that we approach Him by 

His grace and mercy provided by the blood 

covenant.   

 

 With the revelation of His absolute 

divine holiness, we could realize the futility 

of seeking to reconcile ourselves to God by 

trying to be a “good person” and keep 

God’s commandments.  

 

 We would understand that even at our 

best, we don’t measure up to a holy God. 

We too, then, would run to the blood 

covenant as our only means of being 

reconciled with God. 

 

 The writer of the book of Hebrews 

expressed this thought in the following 

way: 

 

 Therefore not even the first covenant 

was dedicated without blood. For when 

Moses had spoken every precept to all the 

people according to the law, he took the 

blood of calves and goats, with water, 

scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled 

both the book itself and all the people, 

saying, This is the blood of the covenant 

which God has commanded you.  
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 Then likewise he sprinkled with blood 

both the tabernacle and all the vessels of 

the ministry. And according to the law 

almost all things are purified with blood, 

and without shedding of blood there is no 

remission (Hebrews 9:18-22). 

 

 
 

  ●   The Tabernacle, priesthood and system 

of offerings were of the First Covenant.          

 

  ● They pointed the Hebrew to the New 

Covenant when God Himself would come 

in the flesh.  

 

  ● His coming would fulfill His promise to 

Abraham which was “that from Abraham’s 

seed (singular) would come one who would 

be a blessing to the whole world.” 

 

 
 

 When the Promised One came, He 

would do away with these temporary 

religious provisions that pointed to Him. 

The imperfect sacrificial system would be 

replaced by a perfect, everlasting New 

Covenant. 

 

 Now that we have had this basic review, 

let’s discover how God further explained 

this covenant story through the offerings 

the people would bring to the priest at the 

Tabernacle of Moses. 

 

B.  Background 
 

 God created a perfect universe that was 

orderly and harmoniously operated within 

His will. When man chose to rebel against 

God’s will, his rebellion brought chaos and 

destruction upon himself and everything 

around him. 

 

 God calls man’s rebellion sin. Some 

people try to blame the devil for their 

actions but God makes it clear that sin is in 

our nature and we are responsible. God 

says we all sin because it’s our nature. It is 

within us.  

 

 
 

 Rabbinic Judaism does not teach that 

man is born with a sin nature but only has 

an evil impulse. The Bible and experience 

certainly seems to say we have an inherited 

nature passed down from Adam to all 

mankind. 

 

 Man’s sin was no surprise to God. Adam 

didn’t sneak up on God and sin while God 
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was napping. God knew all along what 

would happen when He created man. 

 

 God did not cause the rebellion but He 

did allow it. He loves each of us enough to 

give us a free will that He will not violate.  

  

     God doesn’t cause us to sin but He does 

allow us the freedom to sin. He won’t force 

us to love Him. Forced love isn’t really 

love. 

   

God Forewarned Adam 

 

 God told Adam that the day he sinned he 

would surely die. (See Genesis 2:17.)   

 

 The penalty for sin is death.  

 

 The evidence that the penalty has been 

paid is blood.   

 

 Shed blood is evidence that life has been 

given to pay the penalty. 

 

C.  God’s Dilemma and Plan 
 

 God is a God of order. He cannot 

tolerate rebellion in His universe. Tolerance 

of rebellion by God would result in an 

uncontrolled, chaotic universe. If rebellion 

was allowed to go unpunished, God would 

cease to be God and the universe would fall 

apart. 

 

 Any parent can understand God’s 

dilemma. While parents love their children, 

they certainly cannot allow their children to 

rebel against them without some form of 

discipline. While it is always painful to 

both the parent and the child, we all 

understand that discipline is necessary. 

    Without discipline, we invite chaos in 

the family and society at large. We see this 

clearly in the United States. Failure to 

apply the law of the land has resulted in 

disrespect for the law and a lawlessness and 

chaos that is out of control. 

 

 God cannot allow this to happen to 

Himself or His universe. He says rebellion 

must be punished. But God is also a God of 

love. He loves man but He must punish 

man for his sin of rebellion.  

 

 God cannot exercise His love at the 

expense of His justice. He made a provision 

for dealing with man’s rebellion before 

man had even sinned. 

 

                From the Beginning… 

 

 God determined that He would provide 

Himself, His own blood, to purchase man’s 

salvation.  

 

 God’s own blood would be the evidence 

that the penalty had been paid.  

 

  
 

 God determined that at a certain time in 

history, He would become the “Lamb of 

God” that takes away the sins of the world. 

As Peter writes: 
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 Knowing that you were not redeemed 

with corruptible things, like silver or gold, 

from your aimless conduct received by 

tradition from your fathers, but with the 

precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot. He 

indeed was foreordained before the 

foundation of the world, but was manifest 

in these last times for you (1 Peter 1:18-

20). 

 

 All who have believed and accepted 

God’s plan in their heart have been saved 

from the sin penalty by looking to the time 

when God would literally come to the earth 

and cut the covenant by the shedding of His 

own blood. 

 

D.  God’s Preview 
   

                 Genesis Chapter 3 

 

 Adam and Eve sinned.  

 They covered themselves with leaves.  

 They hid from God.   

 

 
 

     This was their way of covering their sin.  

Their own efforts could not cover their sin 

since the penalty for sin is death. 

 

 So when the woman saw that the tree 

was good for food, that it was pleasant to 

the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one 

wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also 

gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

 

 Then the eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they knew that they were 

naked, and they sewed fig leaves together 

and made themselves coverings.  

 

 And they heard the sound of the LORD 

God walking in the garden in the cool of 

the day, and Adam and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD 

God among the trees of the garden 

(Genesis 3:6-8). 

 

 God must make the way of salvation 

clear to Adam and Eve by killing an 

innocent animal and accepting its blood in 

substitute as a temporary covering of their 

sin. This sacrifice would be imperfect and 

could not take sin away. But it would point 

everyone in the right direction.  

   

    God killed the innocent animal and 

showed it to Adam and Eve. They had 

never seen death before. It must have made 

them sick to see life taken away from one 

of God’s creatures.  

 

 
 

 They must have realized that their efforts 
in covering their sin had fallen far short. 
God’s eyes were too holy to look upon 
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them. Only the shedding of blood could 
cover their sin. 
 
 God clothed Adam and Eve with the 
skin of the innocent animal. At this time, 
He evidently instructed Adam to bring an 
acceptable sacrifice and later when children 
would come along, Adam would teach 
them to do the same.  
 
 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD 
God made tunics of skin, and clothed them 
(Genesis 3:21). 
  

All of humanity would now inherit Adam’s 
sin nature. All of us would require the 
innocent substitutionary sacrifice for our 
sins. 

  
 Therefore, just as through one man sin 
entered the world, and death through sin, 
and thus death spread to all men, because 
all sinned. 
 
  For if by the one man’s offense death 
reigned through the one, much more those 
who receive abundance of grace and of the 
gift of righteousness will reign in life 
through the One, Jesus Christ [Messiah].  
 
 Therefore, as through one man’s offense 
judgment came to all men, resulting in 
condemnation, even so through one Man’s 
righteous act the free gift came to all men, 
resulting in justification for life. For as by 
one man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience 
many will be made righteous (Romans 
5:12, 17-19). 
 
 And you He made alive, who were dead 
in trespasses and sins, in which you once 
walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power 

of the air, the spirit who now works in the 
sons of disobedience, among whom also we 
all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, just as the others 
(Ephesians 2:1-3). 
 
E.  Adam Teaches His Sons 
 
 Adam and Eve became the parents of 
two sons, Cain and Abel. Cain took up 
farming as a livelihood. Abel was a 
shepherd. Adam taught the boys about the 
blood covenant. In Genesis 4:3-4, we find 
the two boys bringing an offering to God.  
 
 While Cain brought the best of his 
produce to God, the Lord did not accept the 
offering because there was no blood 
sacrifice.  
 

 
 

   Adam’s Sons Bring an Offering to God 
 
 And in the process of time it came to 
pass that Cain brought an offering of the 
fruit of the ground to the LORD. Abel also 
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of 
their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and 
his offering, but He did not respect Cain 
and his offering. And Cain was very angry, 
and his countenance fell (Genesis 4:3-5). 
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The Difference in the Offerings 

 

 Abel brought the best lambs from his 

flock to sacrifice. God approved of Abel’s 

offering because this was the way He 

established for sinful man to approach Him. 

Therefore, Abel was acceptable to God, not 

by his own goodness, but based on the 

innocent blood sacrifice.  It was the divinely 

ordained substitutionary sacrifice that made 

Abel acceptable to God. Hebrews 11:4 puts 

it this way:  

 

 By faith Abel offered to God a more 

excellent sacrifice than Cain, through 

which he obtained witness that he was 

righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and 

through it he being dead still speaks 

(Hebrews 11:4). 

 

F.  Cain Rejects the Covenant 
 

 Contrary to his younger brother, Cain 

rejected God’s way. As we discover from 

this story, the Cain and Able offerings to 

God represented the beginning of 

relationship verses religion. Cain had 

religion while Able sought a relationship 

with God through the blood covenant. 

 

              How Did Cain Reject God? 

 

 He brought the fruit of his own labor, not     

a substitutionary sacrifice. 

 

 He tried to approach God with his own 

self-righteousness. 

 

 The fruit could not satisfy the holy nature 

of God regarding sin, only blood could. 

 

     Cain rejected the blood covenant. 

Instead of bringing an innocent sacrifice, he 

brought the fruit of his own labor.  Cain 

probably brought his very best but it 

represented his own good works. Even 

Cain’s best goodness could not measure up 

to a perfect, absolute holy God. 

 

 Cain was trying to approach God with 

his own self-righteousness and man has 

been trying that ever since. Just as God 

rejected Adam and Eve’s fig leaves, He 

also rejected Cain’s offering of fruit. There 

was no evidence of an innocent substitute 

to cover Cain’s sins. The fruit offering did 

not satisfy the wrath of God’s violated 

justice.  

 

 The very best Cain had to offer of his 

own merit was not good enough.  

 

 It was sinful man trying to approach a 

holy God on his own good works rather 

than through the blood of an innocent 

substitutionary sacrifice. 

  

 God’s rejection angered Cain. He 

became outraged against God. However, 

instead of striking Cain dead, God gave 

him a chance to repent. (See Genesis 4:5-

7.) However, Cain wouldn’t repent because 

evil had filled his heart. He would not 

confess God’s provision. 

 

 When his pride turned to hate, he killed 

his brother.   In 1 John 3:12, God confirms 

this condition of Cain’s heart, 

 

 . . . not as Cain who was of the wicked 

one and murdered his brother. And why did 

he murder him? Because his works were 
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evil and his brother's righteous (I John 

3:12). 

  

     God was left with no choice but to drive 

Cain from His presence (Genesis 4:8-16). 

Cain’s descendants turned their back on the 

blood covenant and chose to follow their 

own evil ways (Genesis 4:17-24).  

 

 God gives a solemn reminder in Jude 11-

13, that those who go the way of Cain will 

come to their end in everlasting gloom and 

darkness forever separated from God. 

 

G.  The Covenant Continued 
 

 God gave Adam and Eve another son to 

replace Abel. His name was Seth. Seth’s 

descendants called upon the name of the 

Lord (Genesis 4:26). They accepted God’s 

covenant through blood and offered an 

innocent substitutionary sacrifice to cover 

their sins. 

 

 And as for Seth, to him also a son was 

born; and he named him Enosh. Then men 

began to call on the name of the LORD 

(Genesis 4:26). 

 

 Noah was one of Seth’s descendants. 

Genesis 6:9 tells us that Noah walked with 

God and was the only righteous man in his 

generation. When God destroyed the world 

because of its evil, He spared Noah and his 

family. 

 

  

 When the flood was over, Noah offered 

a sacrifice as his very first act. God was 

pleased. He declared He would never again 

destroy every living creature even though 

man’s heart is evil from his youth. 

 

 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, 

and took of every clean animal and of every 

clean bird and offered burnt offerings on 

the altar. And the LORD smelled a soothing 

aroma. 

 

 
 

 Then the LORD said in His heart, I will 

never again curse the ground for man’s 

sake, although the imagination of man’s 

heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again 

destroy every living thing as I have done 

(Genesis 8:20-21). 

 

 Abraham, Isaac and Jacob also 

approached God through the blood 

covenant sacrifice. This is why God is 

known as the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. 

 

 Abram passed through the land to the 

place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth 

tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were 

then in the land. Then the LORD appeared 

to Abram and said, “To your descendants I 

will give this land.” And there he built an 

altar to the LORD, who had appeared to 

him (Genesis 12:6-7). 
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 Then he [Isaac] went up from there to 

Beersheba. And the LORD appeared to him 

the same night and said, “I am the God of 

your father Abraham; do not fear, for I am 

with you. I will bless you and multiply your 

descendants for MY servant Abraham’s 

sake.” So he built an altar there and called 

upon the name of the LORD, and he 

pitched his tent there; and there Isaac’s 

servants dug a well (Genesis 26:23-25). 

 

 So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), 

which is in the land of Canaan, he and all 

the people who were with him. And he built 

an altar there and called the place El 

Bethel, because there God appeared to him 

when he fled from the face of his brother. 

(Genesis 35:6-7). 

 

 So Israel took his journey with all that 

he had, and came to Beersheba, and 

offered sacrifices to the God of his father 

Isaac (Genesis 46:1). 

 

              Sacrifices Continue… 

  

 Moses asked Pharaoh for permission to 

sacrifice. Exodus 3:15 reads, 

 

 ... The LORD God of the Hebrews has 

met with us ; and now, please, let us go 

three days journey into the wilderness, that 

we may sacrifice to the LORD our God 

(Exodus 3:18). 

 

 And then every believing Hebrew family 

offered a sacrifice to God as protection 

against the destroyer who took the life of 

the first born while the Hebrews were in 

Egypt. 

 

 Then Moses called for all the elders of 

Israel and said to them, Pick out and take 

lambs for yourselves according to your 

families, and kill the Passover lamb 

(Exodus 12:21). 

 

  From the beginning of man’s history, 

God ordained the innocent, substitutionary 

sacrifice as His means of helping man to 

understand His plan. 

 

     In our next lesson, we will discover how 

God established an elaborate sacrificial 

system of offerings to point the Hebrews to 

the human Lamb of God who would come 

as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the 

world. The offerings would be pictures of 

the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 
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SCRIPTURE MEDITATION ASSIGNMENT 

 

Read the following Scriptures and write in the space provided how this knowledge 

can help you better understand the Bible and your relationship with God. 

 

Hebrews 9:22:                

                   

                   

                    

                    

                    

I Peter 1:18-20:                

                   

                   

                   

                    

                    

Romans 5:19:                
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FUN AND GAMES 

 

Complete the following exercise. 

 

            WORD SCRAMBLE 
 

Unscramble the words below to identify the answer to God’s Dilemma.  Then write the 

unscrambled sentence in the space below and give a scripture to support it. 

 

     1.  essuj 

          

                       
 

2. het 

 

            
 
3. crpfete  

    

                             
 
4.  ecfesraiic 

 

                                     
 

___________________________________________________ 

 

(Answer Sheet – Page 17) 
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   LESSON REVIEW               

          

Answer the questions in the space provided. 

 

 1.  There is only one way we can be reconciled to God.  (Circle the correct letter) 

 

       A.  Be a good person   

B. Obey God’s Commandments   

C. Through the Blood of the Everlasting Covenant 

  

2.   The sacrificial system was a temporary system showing the people how they were to 

approach God.  The offerings were brought to the priest in the Tabernacle of Moses: 

 

     A.  To appease an angry god 

     B.  As a visual aid pointing the people to the coming Messiah       

     C.  To show the Hebrews had bad they were                     

 

3.  Man’s rebellion to God’s will is called __________________? 

    

4.  Man sins because:    

     

      A.  He is tempted by the devil 

      B.  It is in his nature  

      C.  It is fun 

 

5.  Man’s sin was a surprise to God: 

 

        True         False 

 

6.   Does God allow us to sin?    Yes         No     Why? 

 

        _______________________________________________________________ 

 

        _______________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  God forewarned Adam that if he sinned he would surely die: 

 

            True         False 
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8.  What is the penalty for sin? 

       

A. Confession 

B. Unhappiness  

C. Death 

 

 

9.  God made a provision for dealing with man’s rebellion before man had ever sinned.  

What is that provision?   

 

                    

 

                    

 

10.  Repentance is the evidence that the penalty for sin has been paid: 

 

           True         False 

  

11.  Through Adam sin entered the world and death through sin.  Death spread to all men.  

All men would require the innocent substitutionary sacrifice for sin. 

 

    True         False 

        

Give a scripture reference for the basis of your answer: ______________________  

 

 

12.  Cain and Abel both brought an offering to God.  God rejected Cain’s offering.  Why? 

  

    ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

13.  God continued his covenant down through history. From Adam and Eve to Seth 

      to Noah.  Name at least 4 others who continued the covenant. 

      

      1. ______________________________   2. _______________________________ 

       

      3. ______________________________   4.  _______________________________ 

 

(Answer sheet – Page  18) 
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A. Explain how you can apply what you have learned to your relationship with God. 

 

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                   

                    

                    

B. Explain how you can apply what you have learned to your relationship to family, 

friends and other personal relationships. 
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FUN AND GAMES 

 

Complete the following exercise. 

 

 

ANSWER SHEET 

1. Jesus 

 

2. the 

 

3. perfect 

 

4. sacrifice 

 

“Jesus, the perfect sacrifice” 

Scripture:  I Peter 1:18-20 
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LESSON REVIEW 

 

Answer the questions in the space provided. 

 

 

ANSWER SHEET 

1. C 

2. B 

3. Sin 

4. B 

5. False 

6. Yes, because He loves us.  He won’t force us to love Him. 

7. True  

8. C. Death 

9. God would provide His own blood to purchase man’s salvation 

10. False.  The evidence that the penalty has been paid is blood.  Life was given to 

pay the penalty. 

 

11. True.  Romans 5:12 

12. Cain did not bring the ordained innocent substitutionary sacrifice. He tried to 

approach a holy God on his own terms. 

 

13.   1)  Moses   2)  Abraham   3)  Isaac    4)  Jacob 

 


